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SENATE BI LL 6331

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hargrove, Long, Fairley, Stevens and Cke

Read first tinme 01/15/98. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to teen parent eligibility for tenporary assi stance
for needy famlies; anendi ng RCW74. 12. 255, 74.04. 0052, and 74. 08A. 380;
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is an
abundance of scientific, nmedical, educational, and psychosoci al
evi dence denonstrating the negative effects of unmarried m nor teen
chi | dbeari ng on not her and baby.

I nfants born to unmarried mnor teens are significantly nore |ikely
to have low birth weight and related health problens, trouble in
school, and trouble with the crimnal justice system Grls born to
unmarried mnor teen parents are nore likely to beconme teen parents
thenmsel ves. The teen parents, the infant, and in many cases society

itself pay the price for such unsupported and ill-prepared chil dbirth.
The legislature is concerned with the well-being of mnor teen
parents and their infants and children, including their 1living

situation, and their educational and enpl oynent needs. Therefore, the
| egislature intends that unmarried mnor teen parents applying for
publ i c assi stance neet standards of safety, education, and responsible
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behavi or. The legislature intends that, in cases where these teen
parents are uncooperative with the standards, the m nor parent head of
t he assistance unit and the mnor parent’s child or children be denied
public assistance benefits until cooperation wth |egal requirenments
for tenporary assistance for needy famlies for teens i s achieved. The
| egi sl ature intends that, during the period of nonconpliance, children
of uncooperative mnor teen parents be ineligible for assistance,
including child-only benefits.

Sec. 2. RCW74.12.255 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 501 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall determne, after consideration of all
relevant factors and in consultation with the applicant, the nost
appropriate living situation for applicants under eighteen years of
age, unmarried, and either pregnant or having a dependent child or
children in the applicant’s care. An appropriate living situation
shall include a place of residence that is maintained by the
applicant’s parents, parent, |egal guardian, or other adult relative as
their or his or her own home and that the departnent finds would
provi de an appropriate supportive living arrangenent. It also includes
a living situation maintained by an agency that is |icensed under
chapter 74.15 RCW that the departnment finds would provide an
appropriate supportive living arrangenent. G ant assistance shall not
be provided under this chapter to the teen parent and his or her child
or children if the applicant does not reside in the nost appropriate

living situation, as determ ned by the departnent.

(2) An unmarried m nor parent or pregnant m nor applicant residing
in the nost appropriate living situation, as provi ded under subsection
(1) of this section, is presuned to be unable to manage adequately the
funds paid to the mnor or on behalf of the dependent child or children
and, unless the mnor provides sufficient evidence to rebut the
presunption, shall be subject to the protective payee requirenents
provi ded for under RCW 74.12. 250 and 74. 08. 280.

(3) The departnment shall consider any statenents or opinions by
ei ther parent of the unmarried m nor parent or pregnant m nor applicant
as to an appropriate living situation for the mnor and his or her
children, whether in the parental hone or other situation. If the
parents or a parent of the m nor request, they or he or she shall be
entitled to a hearing in juvenile court regarding designation of the
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parental hone or other relative placenent as the nost appropriate
living situation for the pregnant or parenting m nor.

The departnent shall provide the parents or parent with the
opportunity to make a showi ng that the parental honme, or honme of the
other relative placenent, is the nost appropriate living situation. It
shall be presunmed in any admnistrative or judicial proceeding
conducted under this subsection that the parental honme or other
relative placenent requested by the parents or parent is the nost
appropriate living situation. This presunption is rebuttable.

(4) In cases in which the mnor is unmarried and unenpl oyed, the
departnment shall, as part of the determnation of the appropriate
l[iving situation, nmake an affirmative effort to provide current and
positive information about adoption including referral to comunity-
based organi zations for counseling and provide information about the
manner in which adoption works, its benefits for unmarried, unenpl oyed
m nor parents and their children, and the neaning and availability of
open adopti on.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "nost appropriate living
situation"” shall not include a living situation including an adult mal e
who fathered the qualifying child and is found to neet the el enents of
rape of a child as set forth in RCW9A. 44.079.

Sec. 3. RCW 74.04.0052 and 1997 c 58 s 502 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall determne, after consideration of all
relevant factors and in consultation with the applicant, the nost
appropriate living situation for applicants under eighteen years of
age, unmarried, and pregnant who are eligible for general assistance as
defined in RCW74.04.005(6)(a)(ii)(A). An appropriate living situation
shall include a place of residence that is maintained by the
applicant’s parents, parent, |egal guardian, or other adult relative as
their or his or her own home and that the departnent finds would
provi de an appropriate supportive living arrangenent. It also includes
a living situation maintained by an agency that is |icensed under
chapter 74.15 RCW that the departnment finds would provide an
appropriate supportive living arrangenent. G ant assistance shall not
be provided under this chapter to the teen parent and his or her child
or children if the applicant does not reside in the nobst appropriate

living situation, as determ ned by the departnent.
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(2) A pregnant mnor residing in the nost appropriate living
situation, as provided under subsection (1) of this section, is
presunmed to be unabl e to nanage adequately the funds paid to the m nor
or on behalf of the dependent child or children and, unless the m nor
provi des sufficient evidence to rebut the presunption, shall be subject
to the protective payee requirenents provided for under RCW 74.12. 250
and 74.08. 280.

(3) The departnment shall consider any statenents or opinions by
ei ther parent of the unmarried m nor parent or pregnant m nor applicant
as to an appropriate living situation for the mnor, whether in the
parental hone or other situation. |If the parents or a parent of the
m nor request, they or he or she shall be entitled to a hearing in
juvenile court regarding designation of the parental honme or other
relative placenent as the nost appropriate living situation for the
pregnant or parenting m nor.

The departnent shall provide the parents or parent with the
opportunity to make a showi ng that the parental honme, or honme of the
other relative placenent, is the nost appropriate living situation. It
shall be presunmed in any admnistrative or judicial proceeding
conducted under this subsection that the parental honme or other
relative placenent requested by the parents or parent is the nost
appropriate living situation. This presunption is rebuttable.

(4) In cases in which the mnor is unmarried and unenpl oyed, the
departnment shall, as part of the determnation of the appropriate
living situation, provide information about adoption including referral
to communi ty-based organi zati ons providi ng counseling.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "nost appropriate living
situation"” shall not include aliving situation including an adult mal e
who fathered the qualifying child and is found to neet the el enents of
rape of a child as set forth in RCW9A. 44.079.

Sec. 4. RCW 74.08A.380 and 1997 c 58 s 503 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al l applicants under the age of ei ghteen years who are approved for
assistance and, within one hundred eighty days after the date of
federal certification of the Washi ngton tenporary assi stance for needy
famlies program all wunmarried mnor parents or pregnant m nor
applicants shall, as a condition of receiving benefits, actively
progress toward the conpletion of a high school diploma or a CED.
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Unnarried m nor teen parents who do not cooperate with this requirenent

shall, during the period of noncooperation, be ineligible for grant

assi stance and their children shall be ineligible for child-only grant

assi st ance.

--- END ---
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